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RECORDING AND MIXING TUTORIAL

Chapter1 - Introduction to T2488 d Automated
mixing for the Tascam 2488/MKII

Think of T2488 as turninfigsmam 2488/MKdOm a typewriter
into a word processor

his manual contains information on using T2488 as a tool for controlling the
Tascam 2488/MKland automating the mixing process for songs. This
chapter contains bagnformation on system requirementsaaraverview
of the software. More detailed information is contained in subsequent
chapters. The menu items are detailed in CRa@éner chapters includdutorial,
menu item definitions, and a detailedarder section.

Basic Systems Requirements
Recommended minimum system:

>

Windows XP or Windows 2000 Professional,

>

At least a Celeron 400 Mhz processor (faster is better),

>

At least 50MB free space on the hard drive,

>

A MIDI out device or MIDI mapper,

>

Tascanoriginal488 with versionl.02 firmware

Tascam MKIl with @rsionl.00 firmware

>

Screen resolutiaf at least 1024 x 78%wer resolutions will work but more
scrolling will be necessary

>

These are recommended minimums based on extensiva testsajtware may
work on older processors or other versions of Windows
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Software Installation

To install T2488)0 to the download item @mww.mixermuse.conYou camun the

setup which will install thefsvare now ogave it to your hard drive and install it later.
Starting with version 1.0.1.0, you no long need to be connected to the internet to install

the programYoucancrea CD wi th the o0Setup.exed f
computer without network acce$2488isvr i t t en i n Microsoft o
development environment (.N&tidneedFr a mewor kK t o r un. T2.

program will check to see if youmpaiter hathe correct version of Framewarid

if not, installt prior to installing T248&\ll the files from Framework that T2488
needs to run are included in the setup.exe file network access is required to install
T2488.

Whether you ruthe setup program from the nesave it and ruim &up.exg, you

will be guided through the installation process by the installation véasedithe

defaults as is if you are unsure about the chditése end of the install you can
launchT2488l f you have Vista you will see a
program wants access to your computero
Vista will ask you this every time you run T2488. It is a built in security feature of

Vista.

Starti ngthe S oftware

To start the T2488 software, click Start, All Programs, and dr@8lesktop icon

or quick launch icon if you selected those in the.s€hgljirst user prompt is the

license screeiY.ou will be asked to enter your key. Ifwoud like tousethefree

evaluation versiodjckoOK6and you willgointo T248B.ot h t he OLi cen:
field and the oLicense Keyo6 field shou
The free evaluation mode will not allow you to save ofésdalfi everything else is
functional.Onceyou purchasiae software and enter ysoftware activation key

this screen will no longer appear. If you have purchased T248@iaad your key

you should enter your name or company exaitthppsas on the email you received

with your software activation Kegise sensitiveYou can pastar typeyour name

and software activation ketp the correct fiekl

After this, he software will ask you to select a MIDI output device and then a MIDI
input deviceYou must have some type of MIDI output device to run this protjram.
you are just evaluating the software ariiad vy e t Tascam 2488MKE d a
you can use the MIDI Mapper that comesWitidowsXP (and earliegperating
systerawithout any external MIDI ports. You do not need MIDI In unless you are
using special modes like slave synchronization, MMC sl&@e¢etgou have

selected a MIDI port for the input and output you will not need to enter them again
when you start the program. If you want to change them click on the MIDI input or
output port name displayed in the main scrébe.main screen will then appeatr:

with the main page, 248&played.
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Setting Up the Hardware

T2488 requires an external Mfiott to communicate with ti@ascam 2488/MKII

If you do not have one in your B©Gu can purchase USB MIDI ports (Tascanmor M
Audio have them) relatively inexpensively and they work great for lap topa as well.
simple MIDI configuration for T2488 @sdttach MIDI out on your PC to MIDI in

on theTascam 2488/MKland the MIDI in on your PC to MIDI out on thascam
2488/MKII. Please note that by default, MIDI thru is not enabled in T2488. You
should leave it disabled for this configuratias.ako possible to use other
configurations that use multiple MIDI ports and combinations of external hardware
and/or MIDI software productsut that takes a little familiarity with MIDI (not too
difficult to learn).

*** ABSOLUTE MUST ***

Original Tascam 2488

For T2488 to control thariginal Tascam 248@u must sehison theoriginal
Tascam 2488

1. Remote mode must be turned on (MENS&YNC/MIDI 8 REMOTE S
MIDI In Mode set to REMOTE).

2. Catch or Jump mode for the faders (MEINRREFERENCES MIXER &
Fader Matching set to Catch or Jump

If you want to recortMIDI data using MIDI In on T248%ou need to enable the
output port on th&ascam 2488/ENU 6 SYNC/MIDI -MIDI PLAYER-MODE
set to PatterdAnd- MENU & SYNC/MIDI -MIDI PLAYER-MIDI OUT set to
On).

Tascam MKII
For T2488 to control the MKII, you must set this on tKéi:M

1. Catch or Jump mode for the faders (MENRREFERENCES MIXER &
Fader Matching set to Catch or Jump).

After theTascam 2488/MKlhas been setup correctly and the MIDI cables are
connected, you can move the faders in T2488 and the MIDI LED dragoam
2488/MKII will light up every time data is sent tolecam 2488/MKIl The LED
is near the back of thascam 2488/MK]ljjust tothe right of the display. If you do
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not see the LED light upheck your selected MIDI ports in T2488 to make sure you
selected the correct pofthis LED is very handy as it gives a quick visual cue about
the status of your MIDI connection.

Start Up Sc  reen Diagram

The main screen has the high level menu items, the clock display, and the MIDI
devices selected. The transport controls, location and group buttons are below the
menu bars. The ographicdé 2488 48akes
has buttons, knobs, sliders, etc that correspond to thd astaah 2488/MKII On

some screeydepending on your screen resolyiome of the buttons are continued.
They can be located by pressing the arrow key at the end of theAtsaljsaany of
these buttons have hints that show up if you let the cursor hover over the control

10
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The initial screen for T24@48| have a gray background when T2488 is configured for
the original 2488 and a blue background when T2488 is configured forjasMKII (

like the actual units). Diagrams in this manual may use either configuration with any
differences discussed as applicable. The initial screen is shown below with feature
descriptions:

l SEIES|

E]\A # Fle Edt Yes Toos Window Help  MewSstup Midi Out: Delta AP M| Midi In: Delta AP MIDT ‘ -8 x
5l % 533 @ EM» ® 94prll c= location 1 2 3 4 Gowp 1 2 3 4 Sync |MMC |Loop | Init | RM |RecorF  miDiin | O
0

A
S
EQ

iE —
] =f ol el of o) =) af =] || =] af|| _-| - - -

4 KT} | |

Status [Insert [4s972007 [1:=2a P

FiguelMai n T2488 screen with the high | evel menus and the

1. Clicking on either rer2488cons(control boxesillow you to move, resize,
etc. the main screen or the inside page (in this case the main 2488 display).
You can also do this with arrow cursors at the border of the widdew.
more thing to note, theside page control box will not be displayed in the
same location if the window is not maximized. It will be below the main
toolbar with the rest of the window.

2. This shows the current song file loaded into the session.

3. This shows the current setup fikdlied into the session.

11
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4. For File, Edit, View, Tools, Window and Help see Chapter 3.

5. The main song counter. The display format is Hours:Minutes:Seconds:Frames
(not hundreds of a second). Bese Countefor more information.

6. MIDI O ut port display. Clicking on this display will turn MIDI out off.
Clicking again on this display will allow you to open the port again for any
supported device on your PC.

7. MIDI In port display. Clicking on this display will turn MIDI in offckiig
again on this display will allow you to open the port again for any supported
device on your PC.

8. Progress bar for various operations like file save/load, undo file save/load, etc.

9. NewSessioninitiatesa new session. This will clear out the deranfl the
setup file after a prompt to save the current song and setup files and start a
new session.

10. LoadAll 6 loads a new song filad a setup filfter a save prompt for the
current song and setup file.

11. SaveAll d will save the current song dife setup file

12. Cut, Copy and Pastéhis will edit data for the entire song. Specific controls
can be edited as wéleeData Editingor more information.

13. Helpd this will bring up the pdf user manual.

14. Stop, Play, Recdishable, Rewind, Fast Forward, Passel ransporfor
more information.

15. Cued this will engage and disengage the Cue functiochm8eéeountefor
more information.

16. Location Enable/Disabkithis button will turn location set mode on or off.
Sed_ocationgor more information.

17. Locations #4 @ this shows the first 4 locations (the rest can be displayed on
the movable location toolb&@ed_ocationgor more information.

18. Group Enable/Disablé this button will turn group set mode on or off. See
Groupsfor more information.

19. Groups1-4 d this shows the first 4 groups (the rest can dayaigion the
movable group toolbakeesroupsfor more information.

12
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20. Synd this button displays the current sync mode: MBC (MIDI Beat-Clock
slave), MTC (MIDI Time Cloclslave)MTCM (MIDI Time Clock Mastey
master), MTC/MTM (MIDI Time Cloclé slave and MIDI Time Clock
Maste® master), MTC (MIDI Time Cloelslave), MTCM (MIDI Time
Clock Masted master), MBC/MTCM (MIDI Beat Cloé&slave and MIDI
Time Clock Mastérmaster).All these modes can be turned off by clicking
this button.Additionally, if all sync modes are off and this button is pressed
MTC (MIDI Time Cloclé slave) will get selected. Pressing the button again
toggles back to ofSeeSynchronization Todisr more ifiormation.

21. MMC - this button displays the current MMC mode: MMMC (Master MIDI
Machine Control), SMMC (Slave MIDI Machine Control), MMMC/SMMC
(Master MIDI Machine Control and Slave MIDI Machine Control). All these
modes can be turned off by clicking thttolb. Additionally, if all machine
control modes are off and this button is pressed MMMC (Master MIDI
Machine Control) will get selected. Pressing the button again toggles back to
off. SeeSynchronization Todler more information.

22.Loopdturns loop on or off. Sé@opingfor more information.

23. Init 8 This will return th@ascam 2488/MKland T2488 to normal default
settings for all controls.

24.RMd Record Merge is very useful for effects. You can record additional
control movements withoetasingpreviously recorded material. See
Program Changes for Effefdsmore information.

25. REC OFFo Record Off candovery usefulSince there are so many windows
you may not seke ones that are set to requedding all the timdt is good
to get in the habit of pressing REC OFF when you are starting to record
something new and you do not want to erase prevenasiyed materialf
record padingisact i ve for a caqgoutwil ol that yo
unintentionally erase your previously recorded@fataurseyou can get the
erased data back withdo buit is best to nahadvertentieaveecord
pendingpn.

26. MIDI In dthis is the record button for MIDI in dafBhe Record enable
buttonmust alsde active if you want the MIDI in data to get into the song
data. However, you can monitor the MIDI in port by selecting the MIDI In
button and not pressing tRecord Enable button. There are two buffers
associated with this con@ane for viewing th®lIDI in data that went to
the song data (play buffer) and one that just shows what the MIDI in port was
seeing on the MIDI port. If you do not want to agtwattord the MIDI data
into the song data do not record (Record Enable and Play) while this button is
record pending. You do not need to Play/Record at all just to look at the
MIDI in datad just enable the MIDI In button and then view the MIDI data.
Please note that there is filtering on MIDI In to make sure you are recording

13
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exactly what you want and not extraneous data. The default filtering mode is
to record only neton and note off on all 16 MIDI channels. However, this
can be changes to suit yoeeds.SeeMIDI In Data for more information.

27. Snapshot Buttodd This button will record all values of the controls to the
current song time. This is useful for setting your controls where you would
like them to betahe beginning of the song or scene. However, it can be used
at any song time.

14
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Chapter2 6 Recording and Mixing Tutorial s

Part Is asimple mix. Part valiithrouglraofcordiagsion using
T2488ParBcovers mixing an exigting son

The hardware setup for this tutorial is given in sestitiimg Up the Hardware.
Make sure th€ascam 2488/MKiIis setup as discussedhitCouple Things to
Remember.

T2488 is a todhat allows many ways to use Jascam 2488/MKII It makes your
process for making music more efficient, easier to change and it transforms the
Tascam 2488/MKlinto another kind of instrument. Instead of living with a bunch of
audio sub mixes thatwyforgot exactly how or why you made them, you now have
selfdocumenting and easily modifiable ways to interact wifagoam 2488/MKI|
Additionally, when you get into the world of dynadrabanging mixing, effects,

pans, etc. through tiderou wil find that your final product will be greatly enhanced.

Since theraremany ways to use this tool withTascam 2488/MK|lwriting this

manual to make it simple and yet open up the product has been a challenge. At
MixerMuse we know a recording engicee be a full time jabin addition to being

a musician and whatever gsemay bdoing. We all enjayeating and producing
musicand we go into it knowing that it is a learning process but we want you to spend
as little time as possible with garing curve and as much time as possible doing
what we all really wadito make great music!

To start this tutor i amployedhtthd mmandalf@c uss t
using T2488. There are two major processes in recording a song:yeuaording

tracks and mixing these tracks into your final product. There are also two major
functions that yourascam 2488/MKIuses to get these jobs démeuting and

effects assignments. Routing is the internal wiring diagmam 2488/MKII Every

time you assign input 0a-irngtenathmernel s
You could do this all with cables but that means you would spend more time behind
the machine than in front df iIT2488 helps you get back in front of the machihe wi
internal routing. In addition, the T2488 has many, many effects that process the raw
music tracks you made. These effects can be assigned in multiple ways. Again, T2488
makes it much easier to make effects assignments and keep you from spending your
life patching effects into your machine.

15
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Sessiod The process of creating an

5 g; N L”S g ed mix made Uigne keyconcepis that T2488 does not know anything ahalioalata.
' T2488 only plays and records automation control data thattgais sen

Songd This is the actual automation data
made up of the fader or control recorded, the (1€ MIDI port to theTascam 2488/MKII - TheTascam 2488/MKII

level that was recorded and the tinvast can not Send any MIDI data QIBMIDI pOI"[ to Iet the OUtS|de W0r|d
recorded. Thisis the only data storedina  knowthe internal state of its fadergontrols.Because of thi$2488
song file. real time control of thEascam 2488/MKlis strictly one sided from

Setu This is everything else that pertains to  T2488 to thd ascam 2488/MKII
the session. ilicludeglata about group

assignments, location assignments, routing, - Roting and effects assignments are major components of what the
effects assignments, effects presets, fader

labels, etc.The setup file can be used Tas cam _2'4 8 8/ MKI I ¢ a.I I willl beeakas c e ne 0 .
separately from the actual song data to create recording and mixing into two paithie recording/routing part and the
quick start templates for new sessions. mixing/effects assignments part. T2488 can modify your standard

Location This is a marker (as Tascam calls ity Tascam backup/restore files to allow you to haveirge and pre
that can be given a text name such as Verse 1assigned libraries of sessions salgmot have to fiavent the wheel
Eg?lzjrss' ;r;]dgg’ Ssz'g’.ﬁﬁaghesae 'Soﬁitl'og_m with every session. Using this technique, you can accumulate multiple
editingandsce#ech;ngesywy' W9 v ecording 0scenesé6 and multiple m
Scend The Tascam 2488/MKIl uses this |23|de your Tasc?(m 2488/M_KII. Using T§488, you canleasny automate
term to designate stored information about  thesS&e-wiring tasks and-esssignment tasks. You can alsalselfment
the internal state of the Tascam 2488/MKIl  and automate every control move you made to create your song so the
including input channel routing, effects process of rdoing can be made much easier.
channel assignments &adkr and control
levels. In T2488 a scene is a location marker |y this tutorial, we go through one recording session and one mixin
that send ne change to the T m

& sends a scene change fo e asca ses®N which result in two different scenes stored in the same Tascam
2488/MKIl to tell it to recall a specific scene . .
that it has stored. When the scene is recalled Backup/Restore file. However, you can add as many scenes (recordings
all the input channel routing, effects channel and mixes) as you like. You may want multiple routing templates for

assignms and fader and control levels are  recording and multiple effects assignments tesfdamixing. You

restored to the saved values. may want to mix right out to your master or you may want to bounce
Routingd This is what Tascam means by multiple mixes to stereo tracks before you get to your master. All of this
connecting the input .4,pedone easily and with automation using T2488.

oh6 to the channel st

can think of this as N

channel to the charirstrip with a cable. Along the way, you will discover thatyiascam 2488/MKII has

However, the Tascam 2488/MKII uses become a different machine than what you thoughtdtdyaamic

buttons on the unit to digitally make these effects, pans, etc. will change the kinds of sounds you thought your
connections. machine could makeéso, | etds get

Effects AssignmendsThis is what Tascam
means by assigning an effect to an input
channel or channel strip. The Miffect or

the MIC Efects are the only effects that can

be assigned to a channel. The Single Effec: is
permanently oOassigne:
oOLoopdé is always coni
channels and channel strips and any audio
from these sources can be routed to thé&eSing
Effect by simply bringing the individual loop
level up and the master loop |étak input

and output of the OL:
Stereo/Dynamic Effect is permanently
assigned to the stereo fader.
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Figure2 T2488 screen shagipresets

Part1l 0 A Simple Mix

This is a short session that should only take a few minutes. Please make sure you hav
set up the hardware and software as described in the previous chapter. We will assume
you have set up the Tascam as described meWap chapter and that you can see

the LED flashing when you move fi2488f ader s . Now,tthd et 0 s
internal state of the fad@mnside the Tascam 2488/MKISince you have previously

set the faders to jump or catch you can see whatréhadging by pressing the Shift

Null keys on the Tascam. If you movd88fader 1 up and down you will see the

icon on the Null screen for fader 1 moving with your T2488 movements. This means
you arecontrollingthe internal volume level of fader 1 ggsyou do when you move

the fader on the Tascarfince the Tascam does not have motorized faders you will

not see the physical fader move on the Tascam but you can see the virtual fader move
on the Null screen. Likewise all controls can be watcheel Dasttam for effects,

sends, pans, egs. etc. by displaying the control on the Tascam, moving the
corresponding control on T2488 and watching the values change on the Tascam. This
is a very useful feedback tool you can use to make sure you are dabogtiihlat y

you are doing.

We wi || do more complicated operations
have you record and quick mix and watch the results on the Null display of the

17



RECORDING AND MIXING TUTORIAL

Tascam. To start, you can put faders 1 through 3 anywherefeichjpst make
sure they are notdinfinity (or silence)

Make sure your song counter is@gettt i me 000. otatiam licorm n pr
window at the topn the main toolbar to putthe songtane 606 ( as s umin
not already programmed it for a different location).

If you apply a sound source to the input chaondlse Tascarmand manually route

them to faders 1 through 3 as you would normally without T2488 you can hear the
changes ithe mix that you are going to recoBting up the master stereo fader as

well as the 3 faders so you can hear the aMdioa sound source you can hear the
changes to volume while you move the faders on T2488 and using the Null screen on
the Tascam yocan see the virtual faders mowvibgce you get thiaders where you

want to start your recording, press the Snapshot button on the main toolbar, far right
icon at the top. This will record all values for your conttbés @irrent song time or

in ou caset i med the Soag start. Once these initial values are recorded they will
be restored every time you rewind to I
with other values).

Now we can record a short sessiress the channel arm buton T2488below

faders 1 through 3 to arm the channels. The buttons will turn yellow to indicate record
is pending. To fully enable re¢cemali need to press the Record Endiglgbutton

on the main toolstrip, transpsection at the top (or the moveable transport). When
you press Record Enable you will see the record buttons on the channels you armed
turn red. This always indicates that you are ready to fdoardou can press the
Play(14)button on the T2488 transport and you will see the song counter on T2488
start to count up. T2488 is recordyagr fader movements while the Tascam is
recording audioMove the faders 1 through 3 and listen to the audio and watch the
Null screen on the Tascam to see faders 1 through 3 chMadgesure the master,
stereo fader is up so you can hear the audio change.

Once you have made a short recording press the Stop and then the Rewind buttons.
The transport wil |lyougptess play adain the amaeneldaino .
buttons will stay yellow meaning you are playing not recording. You will see and hear
the changes you made in the recording session. That is it! Congratulations, you just
made your first automated mix. In the nsattutorials we will take on some more
advanced topics that you will need to know.

Part2 & Recording

This session could take several hours depending on how familiar you are with the
Tascam 2488/MKI|

For the purpose of the tutoriake will record usingZ#88 but remember in actual use
we can interactively use Tlascam 2488/MKland T2488. However, if you do this,
keep in mind that thEascam 2488/MKItan not give T2488edback information
about what controls you have manually changed Testtea2488/MKI|.
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To start a songve need to get the initial tracks recorded oretsEam 2488/MKI|

We can use a little compression while recording especially for high dynamic ranges like
vocals or drums. At this point we simply want to get a good sejneittewut
clipping our input tracks. To start,
is goingon asfar as our instrumentation.

3K Songl sng - [12488] =]
®l Fl= Edt ¥ew Toos Window Help  MKIISongl.muse Midi Out: Delta AP MIDI Midi In: Delta AP MIDI -8 x
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b ¢ d e f g h
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Figure3 T2488MainScreen

When T2488 is startednew session is initiatddhe mainr2488 display
Theinput attenuator contrdts the page is shown when the program comes up. The controls are arranged
upper, left comer of T24&8eonly  — gjmjlarly to th@ascam 2488/MKII The 8nptt attenuatorand associated
used in Sub Mix or Bounce Modes. . .
The physical trims on the Tascam contrpls are in the upper left corner with the two masteramhdms_,ter
can not be controlled remotely. If  l00p just to the right of thenThe 8input dtenuators anesed solely in Sub
you want to set trims coming into  Mix or Bounce modelhe 12 mono channel faders and associated controls
the input channels you mustuse  are below them. There is a movable split screen in the middle with the Tone
the physical knobs onthe Tascam G aneratoffor the original 248&)nd Main Stereo faders with associated
to control these levels. These are . . .
set and leavcontrols so they do controls in the upper right and the 6 stereo channel faders and assoc!ated
not need to be automated anyway,  controls situated below therBoth halves may have scroll bars depending
You can make notes about their on their size so you can get to all the controls1&e€2488 Pager

settings in the session notes text  mgre information. Below the main T2488 page are minimized pages.
box above the master send and

loop controls. Sédain T2488 : :
e F € Seils e e Sl Youmayplaceextnotes below theoatrolsthat describe the assignnfent

Mix/Bounce seibn of T2488. that channef desired While the visible portion of thésgtnotes are not
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very large, they can htidusands of charactargl can be cut and pasted from text
editors. They are also saved in your setupAiges if you rightlick on the text

boxes you can get a menu of editing commands for the tékitito). the Insert key

is pressed you can easily use thechighimenu to cut the whole selection and paste it
into another control.

If you doubleclick on the text box the contents of the text box will be displayed on a
larger, resizeable document. You can edit, cut, copy and paste in the larger document
and when you are done, closing the larger document will write the changes back into
the text bodoelow the control.

There is also a session text box above the master send controls that will allow you to
write notes about the sessiun it.

Label the channels as folld@ysentering the text in the box under the control
Channel B Vocal

Channel 3 Ryth. Guitar

Channel 3 Lead Guitar

Channel 4 Bass Guitar

Channel ® Snare Drum

Channel @ OH Drum

Channel D Bass Drum

Channe8 d Keys

You may want to abbreviate the letters and arrange them for the visible part of the text
windows.While the tutorial illustrates these techniques while recording musicians, you
can also use an audio signal from a stereo or something else to actually work through
the tutorial.
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Figure4 T2488 screen with Location/Scene sdara@stablishing times for locations and scene changes

While we are using 8 channels for this tutorial we will only work through a couple
scenarios to illustrate the techniques that can be utilized.

L e t Qs ourgaeittg channels andsamn effects for the input channels.

Select View on the main toolbar then, Lod&mweme Menu from the View item. On
this menu, you can set up times for locations and scene dhacages) markers do

not have to have a scene chasgociated with it but for this scenario we will assign a
scene change to a location mavkescene change will enable specific channel routing
and effects assignments onltascam 2488/MKII The names of the locations will
follow through to th&asam 2488/MKlland become the scene names you see on
theTascam 2488/MKltlisplay. While the names can be longer in ,i2¥g&e

first 12 characters are displayed omakeam 2488/MKII Leave Location 1 at time

s

000.

For this fictional session we cssuane we are initially going to regowdl rhythm

guitar lead guitabass guitar, keyboards, and drums in isolation booths (big studio!).
le®8 go aheaRecadl@inpugpevien bocation 1.

Letds assign our adgfaiows:i al i nput routing
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Type 0ad6 into the channel strip 016 te
Typbd onto the&d cthantnlked x sfton pLwcati on 1
Type 0c060 into the channel strip 0306 te
Typdd onchanmed s8éextpoww for Location 1

Typed Dnto theéd ctheaxtnled x sftorn pLancat i on 1

Typf@ bnt o thed cthantnked x sftaon pLwcati on 1
Type oOont o t h e&btexthoa foriacadtiond forbase drum mic.

Type o0hdé into the channel strip 0806 te

Whenrecordingit is best to wassign channels that are not.u&dnake sure all
assignable channels aee 006 on the Loc

Scroll down t o t hAssiggmeefe o ud Gloinc katF arh eE ft
click on it. This will bring up the page for effects assignments.
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Figureb Mic EffectsAssignments
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ForLocationll et 6 s assi gn Mipsold B, fokoc aMwgeth ¢ han
just enough compression to keapvocal and drunfiom clipping our inputsClick
on those checkboxeshe screen should now look like Figure 5.

L estclase the effects assignmeage.

The only other thing you should do before a Tascam Backup/Restore $aablis to

the rouing by clicking on the Route checkbox for the losatmmnwant to route

(Locations 1 on the Location/Scene Menu for our example). When you do this you

will be asked if you want to save the previous sasinegues to the initial settings of
this scene. For now |l etds ignore this
the initial settings of Location 1.

As anote, when playing T248%ne t hat are routed (the o

checked) Wiautomatically be sent to the Tascam 2488 when the song counter hits the

time you have set. Clicking the Route checkbox will activate the scene changes for

T2488 so they will occur during your session on T2488. Also, you can have multiple
Location/Sceaswitt he same t i meo btuea 6 ymair e atnh a
Location/Scene with the same time.

n t /Allthe settings on the Location/Scene Menu and the Effects Routing page are

checkbox is changed from un saved with your T2488 Sefilgobut you also need to save te#iings to a

checked to checked. It will al

low  Tascantackuptestore file to use them on Fescam 2488/MKII

you to write the last valypsor to
thecurrent scereing routedo You can use the blank file on Mixer

be writterto theinitial values of the
currentscene being routed. This

allows you to continue with a

backup file. If you use your own Tascam backup/restaneti@éhatll 2488
will only write as amy sceness ar@lreadyn the Tascam backup/restore file.

control level into the next scene For example, if you only have four scenes on your existing Tascam file you will
that was not recorded in that scene. only have four scenes written for this session (even if you have more setup in

Before theevalues are written

will be promptedo sedf you want
to overwrite any values trateady

You  T2488). The MixerMe web site file has 20 blank scendsauted for you.
Please note that this backup/restore file was created with all control settings at

exist at thinitial scentime. Note default values (i.e.., all faders dowdmfmity). This can have an impact when

that at ti me

0 0 6 you want to change scenes erflihusing T248&ee the section

Location/Scene thieitialdefaults Considerations when Mixing an Actual Sesittomegard to this discussion.
are the previous values so nothing

will be written to the initial scene

values in this cas€his feature
be disabled in the Options pa

You will see a reibavé button on the main Location/Scene Menu. Click the

€N Save button to savdd a Tascam Backup/Restore file. You will be prompted

ge

Tab 4 You should also see the for the location of the Tascam file. T2488 will let you know when the save is

sectiorConsiderations when
Mixing an Actual Sessiaith
regard to this feature.

complete. Close the Location/Scene Menu.

Copy thelascam filgou madé¢o theTascam 2488/MKland restore it
(delete any existing semgside the Tascam with the same name before restoring). If
youare unsure dfow tocopy and restore a file to the Tascamsult théfascam
2488/MKII User ManualPage 3ih the original 248&anual and Page 84 in the
MKIlI manua). Afteryou restore the file on tliascam 2488/MK]lyou can check
the effects assignments on the display if you like by recalling ti{Pagerg&sin the
User Manual).
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Since we have saved ouzatff assignments to rescam 2488/MKland the

Or out e 0 forddcationkldbenabled, we simply need to ghesStop button

on T2488 dthe sory statiecalldheénd up. All of your input channel

routing and effects assignments ardeeed on th&ascam 2488/MKII The

scene change command will also be sent when you use Location markers, the Cue or
Stop.l f you have enabled the ORouted chec
restored the modified Tascam Backup/Restore file, evegotinshange locations in

T2488 the correct scene will automatically be recalled.

TheTascam 2488/MKlis now ready farecordautomation.

For a recording sessjurstmake sure you are getting the highest possible signal level
without clipping To do tfs you do not have to record using T2M8@rely set the

input trims, pans, and compressor settings to get the best possible raw sound recorded.
We will do the fancy effects stuff later.

Now | et 6 s madscam 288MKIant T2488 ard |dtlkdmithe same
clock. This will ensure thidr examplel,0 seconds into our recording on the Tascam
is also 10 seconds in the T2488 seskndo this we need to set up Trascam
2488/MKII as the clock master and T2488 as the slassdam 2488/MKb s

master clock.

We are going to use the M$lave Synchronizatiomode to lock T2488 to the
Tascam 2488/MKII You will need to turn on Intermal theTascam 2488/MKB s
sync setup (MEN3 SYNC/MIDI 8 SYNCA Source to lternal). You also need to
turn on the MTC generator on fhascam 2488/MKI(MENU 6 SYNC/MIDI &
SYNCGA Generator to MTC).

On T2488s main toolbar, select Té&ynchronizationSlave MIDI Time Clock
Synchronizatioar j ust c | (20uttoo €1 t bki DSyanodt he 0O
toggles between turning all sync modes off and turning on slavhldW 2488 is

locked to the Tascam 2488/MKII. This means the times you set on the

Locatiors/Scene Mnu will correspond to the times on the Tascam 2488/MKII.

Letds also use MI DI Machine Control to
and theTascam 2488/MKII On T24880s Tool ashed ect or
Controld click on MastaviIMCin thisselectawr c¢c | i ¢c k @Dbutoh e 0 MMC
Clicking on the MMC button toggles between turning MMC off and turning Master

MMC on.

On theTascam 2488/MK]|lenabl&laveMMC (MENU A SYNC/MIDI 6
REMOTE 6 MMC Mode taSlave Now, T2488 controls all the transport functions
on the Tascam (play, start, rewind, etc.).

At this pointwe $iould set ouinput trim levelsn the Tascanvhie the musicians are
warming up.
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Figureb T2488 screen with the effects screens displayed

Now | econipessianddihputchannelsold ,50 ,60 0 afd)d Wedmay also
want to refine our input trilevels once the effects are present.

Cli ck on tdnall4chddrels that dreadui@lb ,50 66 cafhd O
When the Mic Effects first come up the User Preset pages will come up with them.
You can minimize the maig488 page

The Mic Effect panel initially comes up with only the individual channel sends
displayed. The top threesof buttons are for the two sends and loop posiliba.

positions, left to right, are Raeler, Off, and Posader. The record button for the

position buttons is beneath theror each Effect page that comes s tlhe
pulldown menu nexttoegh 0 Ef f ect 6 | abel (defaults t
Effectso. This will bring up the Mic

The distay will now show thectiveMic Effect The default Mic Effect is factory
preset B&Ot ory 0006 effedds. Fohtladlic &feedt thisiidthe f or
compressor. The original 2488 has three Mic E@ectgressor, Deesser and

Exciter MKII has an additional Noise Suppressbese devicedll appear when

the appropriate factory or user preset is sel@t¢tedecord buttoon each panel is

on the |l eft of the panel. Above the p
Reco and ORec Foll owso.

25



RECORDING AND MIXING TUTORIAL

Figure 7 T2488 Effect screen

The buttons to the right of this show the type of effect preset (factory or user). The
textboxnext to them shosthe preset number. These values can be changed to

change factory or user and the preset nuiiRbethe Mic Effectthe effect you are

currently using will get shown. If you change the effect type from Compressor to De
esser you wake the compressor disappear and tes$ will get displayed. This

always makes it very clear what effect you are currentiyusing. 0 Senddé but t
send thgresetout to theTascam 2488/MKII This includes the program change

message (i.esan preset/factory preset and initial values). This is a manual send. If

the preset has already been recorded in the song data it will get sent out normally.
Also, if effect recording has been enabiddhe transport is staredbithe effect

preset dta anatontrol changes will be sent out and recorded to the song data without
having to worry about the 0Sendd butto
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